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THE HOUR OF DEATH:
PUNIC BURIALS
525-25 BC

his room charts the evolution of Punic burials in Ibiza during the Early
Period (525-425 BC), the Middle Period (425-300 BC), when the site
achieved its greatest splendour, and the Late Period (300-25 BC).

EARLY PUNIC PERIOD (525-425 BC)

In the second half of the sixth century BC, new people-this time, Punic-began to arrive at Ibiza and mingle
—with the EXIS‘tlﬁg Phoemoan population. This led to changes in funerary rites, such as the introduction of
burial interments, a greater quantity and variety of grave goods, and the appearance of a new type

of grave: the hypogeum.

A hypogeum is an underground tomb carved out of the rock consisting of a rectangular entrance pit of
varying depth (between two and three metres) and a square burial chamber. The opening that led from
the shaft to the chamber was sealed with a large stone slab and the pit itself was entirely filled with earth.

N Punic grave goods were much more copious and varied than their Phoenician counterparts. They
typically included headdresses and personal ornaments (bead necklaces and other pieces of jewellery),

- objects of magical or religious significance (ostrich eggs, terracotta items, amulets, scarabs, etc.), and
pottery containers for liquids (milk, wine and water) and solid substances (fish, fowl, small mammals, fruit
and\Qulses), which were placed next to the body.

The hypogea at 10-12 Calle Ledn date from this period and must have belonged to a group of new Punic
g settlers who were buried in this novel way near the Phoenician necropolis. Hypogea from the early fifth
century BC haveEIso been f0und in the northwest and southeast areas, confirming the expansion of the
necropolis during this perlod In addition to hypogea, rectangular pit graves carved out of the rock face
and with steps at ggthe S|qes to support the stone slab lids were also used for burial purposes and have
yielded similarly copip(js and varied grave goods.
/ /
! }reﬁation interments in pit graves and small holes in the ground persisted during this period but with
variations in the funeral procedure and the introduction of some of the grave goods typically found in
ial interments, which indicates that the autochthonous funerary customs gradually evolved towards

~ Punicforms.
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" MIDDLE PUNIC PERIOD (425-300 BC)

During the second half of the fifth century and the first quarter of the fourth century BC, the
island population grew as new waves of Punic settlers arrived. Meanwhile, social changes led to a
democratisation of access to the afterlife, which meant that every citizen now had the right to a grave.



As a direct consequence of this, the necropolis experienced considerable growth and gradually spread
over the entire north slope of the Puig des Molins hill, eventually occupying a surface area of more than

supenmposed on or broke up the old Phoenician tombs. It is estlmated that more than 2i 000 hypegea
were created during this period alone. She
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Until the second half of the fourth century BC, two different types of burial interments continued =~
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sarcophagus, have been found), and individual{p th or without a sarcophagus. %{E*' :

In the late fifth and early fourth centuries BC,
the form of cremations in situ or secondary bur
graves or in urns, either two-handled jars of the
been found in abundance throughout the Iber

uch less frequent. They took
placed in mdnvndual trench

LATE PUNIC PERIOD (300-25 BC)

By the late fourth century BC hypogea were no lo Ng g built e exist ng ones were ri usedj v
during this period as pantheons and ossuaries. They rracotta pieces, vnt?e ‘ -
paste vases and amulets, although to a lesser extent. | trench graves becam
increasingly common, sometimes carved out"o:'f roc 10r€e ¢ : ug in the gr

Burial remained the habitual form of intermént. although seve ninte ,

period have been found. During the third century BC fe@er s} ing% were deposited in

and usually consisted of no more than the odd pottery bje iated with libation rites or t
anointing of the corpse. '

of the Roman state structure gave rise to a_ rie @Tc nges in Punic- Ebusntan society. Hypogea '}
continued to be reused during this period, albeit to a much a lesser extent, but most corpses were
simply enshrouded and placed in coffins.]i : ;

in flat areas at the foot of the hill. In the
corpses were placed in trench graves, acc
element for protection. Cremation was be
comparison with inhumation burials. A
pottery containers or funerary urns,
deposited in the chambers of existing h

als, amphorae were used as coff‘ns or the
bject of personal adornm"

In the second and first centuries BC, gr
Campanian ware, Ebusitan ware coate
amulets and the odd coin are occasic
absence of grave goods. While this is
also points to the impoverishment of

Please put me back where you found me! “l MUSEU PUIG DES MOLINS



